Vancouver Lake Watershed Partnership

Monitoring Activity Summary
Version 1.0 June 20, 2006

Background Information

Data gathering is an initial step in the process of developing lake improvement or management
plans. Data is necessary for identifying lake problems and supplying alternative solutions that
can be evaluated based on effectiveness and cost. Data gathering can be thought of in terms of
major components, which may include biology (including habitat), hydrology/hydraulics, lake
sediment quality, lake water quality, and watersheds. While a significant amount of data exists
for the Vancouver Lake system, a little for each component, there is still a need to collect more
in-depth and current data.

Specific data gaps have been identified by the Vancouver Lake Watershed Partnership (VLWP)
that need to be addressed in order to perform analyses that are necessary for planning and
developing management alternatives (see the Technical Group’s question summary at
http://www.ci.vancouver.wa.us/PublicWorks/vancouverlake/Meetings/Question-Trends-VL WP-
6-2-05.pdf). Primary data gaps identified by the VLWP included describing water budget and
movement in the lake; identifying pollutants and their sources; and describing the type, amount,
and distribution of bacteria/pathogens, algae, plants, fish, wildlife, and exotic species.

A summary of ongoing and planned environmental monitoring activity for the Vancouver
Lake/Lake River system, as well as for tributary sources, is crucial for leveraging resources and
ensuring efficient, non-duplicative data gathering. There is a need to document, communicate,
and coordinate these efforts as a whole.

Project Description

This project will compile and track information from projects collecting environmental data in
the Vancouver Lake/Lake River region. This includes surface water and groundwater quality,
sediment quality, hydrology/hydraulics studies (including climate data), and biological and
habitat data. The geographic boundaries include Vancouver Lake and Lake River, tributary
watersheds, and the Columbia River and floodplain waterways. While some of the monitoring
locations may not influence the lake directly, study results may support the development of
alternatives for lake improvements, for example, in Smith and Bybee Lakes or the Columbia
Slough in Oregon.

The Clark County Water Resources program has contacted agencies, universities, and non-
government organizations in the region requesting information for ongoing or planned
environmental monitoring in the Vancouver Lake/Lake River region. Information provided about
monitoring locations and studies are be compiled and entered into the county’s Geographic
Information System (GIS). This format will allow information to easily be shared with other
groups and organizations regardless of technical capabilities. Reports will be provided to the
VLWP and sub-committees on a regular basis. Clark County Water Resources acts as the
primary contact for this project and will maintain the data and communicate results via reports to
the VLWP and subcommittees, as well as regional agencies. Current copies of the summary will
likely be provided via the VLWP website.



For more information about the content of this report contact:

Ron Wierenga

Clark County Water Resources
(360) 397-6118 ext. 4264
Ron.Wierenga@clark.wa.gov
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Attachment A. Map of monitoring stations compiled for this monitoring summary. Station ID
numbers shown next to sample stations correspond to entries into the table below.
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